Gretchen Dempsey
March 28, 1949 - September 28, 2020

Gretchen Dempsey, 71, of New Castle passed away Monday, September 28, 2020 at IU
Heath Methodist Hospital. She was born March 28, 1949 in New Castle to the late Richard
and Fannie (Myers) Dempsey.
Gretchen lived in New Castle her entire life and graduated from New Castle High School
in 1967. She retired from Central Indiana Cancer Center. Gretchen loved shopping and
her dogs Sampson and Sebastian. She also enjoyed spending time with family and
friends.
She is survived by her sister, Jennifer (Barry) Owsley; nieces, Jessica (Anthony) Jones
and Rachael (Corey) Cole; great nieces and nephews, Anthony Dunn, Anaijah Dunn,
Anisa Jones, McKinzie, McKayla and McKynna Cole and Aliya Jones; special friend,
Butch Grimm; best friend, Maribeth and Sharon; along with a host of many other friends.
She was preceded in death by her parents.
Graveside service will be held at 2:00 p.m. Saturday, October 10, 2020 at South Mound
Cemetery, West Lawn Addition. Arrangements have been entrusted to Hinsey-Brown
Funeral Service in New Castle. Condolences and memories of Gretchen may be shared at
www.hinsey-brown.com.
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Comments

“

I judt found out about dear Gretchen. For 15 years she has been the first person I
see when I go to the CICC. She is simply one of the dearest ladies I know. I will miss
her smiling face and warm greeting! I hope her family knows how much she means
to so many people. God bless you Gretchen.

Rosalyn Baker - October 24 at 08:44 PM

“

I just found out about her passing it is very sad. She was a great great woman. I
remember how she used to hug my little boys when she would see us out it doesn't
matter where it was. She was a wonderful woman I just can't say that enough she
will be missed.

Natalie Milner - October 18 at 10:04 AM

“

This is such a shock!! Gretchen was always nice to me when we were at Wiley. My
deepest condolences to the family.

Bryce D. Word - October 16 at 01:25 AM

“

Pam Ramsey lit a candle in memory of Gretchen Dempsey

Pam Ramsey - October 10 at 12:01 PM

“

Gretchen, I will hold on to all those memories from Mother Child Center. Your caring and
compassion, always a kind word, and the fashion queen!
Will always remember the good times we had together.
Even tho we hadn't seen each other or talked in a few years, it seemed we always started
where we left off.
I will miss you my dear friend.
Pam
Pam Ramsey - October 10 at 12:06 PM

“

Gretchen had an incredible impact on our team CICC, not just a coworker,
fashionable, funny, humble, witty, DIVA but above all she was our FRIEND.

She will be missed
Leah M

Leah - October 09 at 01:23 PM

“

Gretchen was a sweet lady and a blessing to know and work with. She will be dearly
missed, and her family and friends are in my prayers. May she rest in peace.

Helen C - October 08 at 10:59 PM

“

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of Gretchen Dempsey.

October 08 at 10:42 PM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Gretchen Dempsey.

October 07 at 02:02 PM

“

I met Gretchen in the 90's at the Health Dept. As I got older she still remembered me
and would always speak to me whenever she saw me. Beautiful woman inside and
out. She will be greatly missed!!

Melissa Campbell - October 07 at 11:54 AM

“

Gretchen was one of the very sweetest people I have ever known. She was in my
sister's class in school. My sister was 4 years older than I and died when she was 36
years old but Gretchen would still always speak and chat a bit with me every time I
would see her out anywhere.

Debbie Owens Pyle - October 05 at 02:19 PM

“

My special friend for 18 yrs we were very close she will be realy missed !
Butch Grimm - October 08 at 09:07 AM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Gretchen Dempsey.

October 05 at 10:12 AM

“

There is so much I want to say.
I will leave it as you will be greatly missed by all those you have touched in and out of
work! It will never be the same. Rest in Peace.

Renee K - October 05 at 02:39 AM

“

When I was going through times of uncertainty, I was blessed to meet Gretchen. She
showed me much kindness and compassion. I will never forget that. Later through
the years our paths would cross and she always remembered me. Gretchen was
truly a remarkable person. My sympathies to the family...

Norma - October 02 at 05:15 PM

“

7 files added to the album Memories Album

Donnie A Davis - October 02 at 03:57 PM

“

Sheila Swails lit a candle in memory of Gretchen Dempsey

Sheila Swails - October 02 at 12:11 AM

“

Gretchen was such a good friend. I would always run into her, shopping of course. I
will miss her beautiful face and smile. Enjoy your new place in heaven my dear friend

Kennisa Bertram - October 01 at 02:54 PM

“

My condolences to Gretchen's family. I worked with Gretchen for many years at
CICC, and we both lived in New Castle (and would often talk of our daily commutes
and which way we drove that day). She was always cheerful and bright, and patients
loved her. She will be missed.
-Nathan Wright

nathan wright - October 01 at 07:16 AM

“

I didn't know Gretchen in New Castle even though it was the hometown for both of
us. I met her at the IU Cancer Center in Fishers. She worked at the front desk and
I'm a pharma rep, so she was the first person I saw when I visited. We discovered
our New Castle connection on my first visit, when I learned that we knew so many
people in common. I always thought that the patients were lucky to have her be the
first person they saw when they entered the office. Gretchen was so friendly and kind
to me each and every time I visited. I will miss her.

Katherine Fleming (Abrams) - September 30 at 05:29 PM

“

Sure will miss you.. u all ways looked out for us and let us play on ur porch and I let
us play nails and magazines.. u were all ways dressed like a million bucks .. love u..
fly high... Tell everyone one we love and miss them... #south24thstreetforever

fbonner0785@gmail.com - September 30 at 04:40 PM

“

My family lived on 23rd street and we knew Gretchen all our lives (along with Sheila and
Sharon Maxwell). Loved them like sisters !
Darlene Dishman Hammond - September 30 at 04:57 PM

“

So sorry to read of Gretchens passing. I knew Gretchen for many, many years. She was
one classy lady. Always ran into her shopping and we would laugh about which one loved
shopping more. She always looked impeccable and had that wonderful smile. It was a
pleasure to know her for so many years. Vicki Howell
vicki howell - September 30 at 05:27 PM

“

Sorry to read of Ms. Gretchens passing. I was a patient at CICC and she was always very
nice and compassionate, Prayers going out to her family.
TR - October 01 at 02:23 AM

“

Fred Marion lit a candle in memory of Gretchen Dempsey

Fred Marion - September 30 at 04:17 PM

“

Enchanted Cottage was purchased for the family of Gretchen Dempsey.

September 30 at 04:17 PM

“

May you R.I.P.

Danielle - September 30 at 01:03 PM

“

Please accept my condolences on the passing of Gretchen. She was an amazing
person who could bring a smile to the face of everyone she met. We are all better for
having known her.

Danielle Linneweber - September 30 at 12:56 PM

“

Gretchen brought the light wherever she went. I will miss running into to her and our
conversations. I don't know how she remembered all of our names, but we have
been blessed by knowing her. The angels in heaven are rejoicing. People like
Gretchen are not forgotten, their spirit lives on.
Beverly

Beverly Matthews - September 30 at 12:43 PM

“

Gretchen loved and because of her love, the world is better. Gretchen's love endures
the passage of time. You are missed but not gone at all. Your smile still brightens life.

Michael B Kirby - September 30 at 12:08 PM

“

Liz Runberg lit a candle in memory of Gretchen Dempsey

Liz Runberg - September 30 at 11:58 AM

“

Dearest old friend, oh how the memories come flooding back, I met you in the
seventh grade I went home to your mom and dad and I met Jennifer I loved all of you
from the start. They just don’t make friends like you anymore you were genuine and
happy and everything everyone wanted to be I was immensely blessed to have
known you and loved you and cherish our friendship my dear friend I will surely miss
you running into you at the Kroger store or at TJ Maxx because we both loved our
shopping, Gretchen, I miss you beyond words and I love you desperately there is
certainly going to be an empty place and not only my life but in everyone’s life that
knew you. My only consolation is that you’re with your mom and dad who loves you
dearly and we’re so very proud of you.
Carol Spicer Caine class of 1967

carol spicer caine - September 30 at 11:36 AM

“

Gina Patty lit a candle in memory of Gretchen Dempsey

Gina Patty - September 30 at 11:21 AM

“

RIP Sweet Gretchen. You will be missed greatly. I will miss talking about the Colts
games with you. I enjoyed eating lunch with you and talking to you. I lost touch with
you when I moved to the East clinic but, I thought of you often. You were an Amazing
friend and co worker. You amazed me by the way you knew every patient by name
and their families. They all loved you as much as you loved them. Thank you for the
memories. To Jenny and all your family. I send love and prayers. May God be with
though this tough time. Gina

Gina Patty - September 30 at 11:21 AM

“

Barbara Martin lit a candle in memory of Gretchen Dempsey

Barbara Martin - September 30 at 10:37 AM

“

Emma lit a candle in memory of Gretchen Dempsey

Emma - September 30 at 09:39 AM

“

Deborah McCullough lit a candle in memory of Gretchen Dempsey

Deborah McCullough - September 30 at 09:03 AM

“

Gretchen's smile was as big as her heart. What a lovely soul, she always left me
laughing. My sincere condolences to family.

Janis Mecklenburg - September 30 at 08:23 AM

“

such a great gal.she will be missed. sorry for your loss.phil marsh

phil marsh - September 30 at 08:08 AM

“

Prayers and Thoughts to Gretchen's family an friends.

Ramona Rogers - September 30 at 08:00 AM

“

Gretchen was such a beautiful woman with a miraculous soul! She will be greatly
missed. God bless and prayers to your family and friends.

Chris - September 30 at 01:00 AM

“

Gretchen was a beautiful soul. Her bright smile and personality were always positive
and she had genuine love for all who treated her the same. I will miss dancing with
her as I first began at the Smith Building over 50 years ago. We would be at a party
of dance and she would always say,"Come on Rick let's dance." May you Jenny and
the girls remember the good times and her love for you all. Much love and prayers!!
Ricky

RICKY COTTMAN - September 29 at 10:09 PM

“

Gretchen was my beautiful friend-who loved her dog's & I love mine.We had fun
trying to chase a feral cat in Marsh Supermarket lot!Gretchen You will make a
"Special" Angel--Love Dee~~

Dee A Houser - September 29 at 09:17 PM

“

My deepest condolences to Gretchen's family and friends. The world has lost a very
special person; Heaven's gain.
It's funny how you can be miles and time apart but still have images of special
people.
Gretchen was always fashionable, smart as a tack, with a spark of sarcastic humor,
and more than generous. She just had a way about her that made her stand out;
Unforgettable.

Susan Stillwell Krohse - September 29 at 07:38 PM

“

I am very touched at the loss of this wonderful woman. I have known her a very long
time and where ever we met she always had a smile...Sending healing prayers for
evedryone. She will be missed...

Anna - September 29 at 06:54 PM

“

Lana Ammerman-White lit a candle in memory of Gretchen Dempsey

Lana Ammerman-White - September 29 at 06:35 PM

“

Sweetest lady ever,she genuinely cared for a person. No matter who they were. She
helped them all the best she could..The world needs more like her.. She will be
missed. RIp sweet lady.

Misty Tanner - September 29 at 05:57 PM

“

“

Gretchen was a beautiful soul! So sorry for the loss, she was amazing!
Cheryl Bise - September 29 at 07:40 PM

I AM SO SORRY FOR THE LOSS OF YOUR SISTER AND AUNT. YOU ALL HAVE
MY LOVE .

ROCHELLE BRADLEY - September 29 at 05:45 PM

“

She helped so many during the worst times in their lives. She truly had a caring soul
and will be missed.
Keith Logie

Keith Logie - September 29 at 04:56 PM

“

I remember taking my son who was three at the time to the Health department.
Gretchen and I met when my son knocked on her window to complain about A movie
the health department was playing. Her my husband and I have been friends since.
My heart is heavy with the loss of her. You are all in my prayers

mary Ann Heyward - September 29 at 04:09 PM

“

Gretchen was family to the Goins family in Rushville. I've known Gretchen since we
were kids. Our parents were best friends. I will miss her beautiful smile and
personality. We had some great memories. Rest now, my friend. You are loved and I
will never forget you...

Doris McDougal - September 29 at 04:01 PM

“

Such a sweet soul, I remember the time I found out I was pregnant with my second
baby, she checked my test and said your pregnant and I did a little happy dance and
we laughed together. She always remembered that. When I was pregnant with my
third, she remembered me!

Marcina Morris - September 29 at 03:45 PM

“

This is truly a great loss for everyone who knew Gretchen. She was so very unique.
There will never be another like her. Condolences to all her family and friends. We all loved
her so much. Fiy with the Angels, you have truly always been one. Maryetta, Summer,
Ananda, and Jamie
Maryetta Ford - September 30 at 08:39 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Gretchen Dempsey.

Irene Minor - September 29 at 03:43 PM

“

I am so sad to hear of Gretchen’s passing. She was a wonderful person who worked
for our practice for many years. She was a great receptionist who knew every patient
by name and made them feel comfortable and cared for. She is missed. Irene Minor,
MD

Irene Minor - September 29 at 03:40 PM

“

She loved her job almost as much as she loved shopping at Goodwill.

Jaimi Smith - September 29 at 03:21 PM

“

Sad to hear of Gretchens passing.

Pat Hartwig - September 29 at 03:21 PM

“

I am so saddened to hear of Gretchen's passing. I have known this sweet gal for a lot
of years! I hadn't seen her in a while and ran into her again when my husband was
taking radiation treatments where she worked. I was sitting in the waiting room and
heard someone say Donna! I looked up and it was Gretchen. I'm so glad we got to
talk to her , as after a few trips no one was allowed in the office except the patients.
My husband would ask about her when she wasn't there. She was just the sweetest
person and her mom also(beautiful inside and out.. Sending sympathy to her sister
as well as other family members and may God wrap his arms around each of you
and give you the grace to get through this sad time and the days ahead.

Ron & Donna Ragan - September 29 at 03:12 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Mallory - September 29 at 03:01 PM

“

Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the family of Gretchen Dempsey.

September 29 at 02:20 PM

“

I meet Gretchen when I was pregnant with my 1st baby. She was always so nice to
me and we became friends during my time of going to the health department. I
remember she use to give me bags upon bags of clothes. She was such a sweet and
generous person. I will miss her. Rest In Peace my friend.

Dorothy Solomon - September 29 at 01:49 PM

“

Beth Curtis lit a candle in memory of Gretchen Dempsey

Beth Curtis - September 29 at 01:26 PM

“

Terrry Shotts lit a candle in memory of Gretchen Dempsey

Terrry Shotts - September 29 at 01:09 PM

“

John Boyd lit a candle in memory of Gretchen Dempsey

John Boyd - September 29 at 12:56 PM

“

Barbara Addison lit a candle in memory of Gretchen Dempsey

Barbara Addison - September 29 at 12:51 PM

“

Cheryl Merida-Duvall lit a candle in memory of Gretchen Dempsey

Cheryl Merida-Duvall - September 29 at 12:35 PM

“

Gayle Guffey lit a candle in memory of Gretchen Dempsey

Gayle Guffey - September 29 at 12:30 PM

“

I was deeply saddened to learn of Gretchen's passing. She was such a sweet, loving
person. We graduated together and served on the reunion committee for many
reunions. I will certainly miss her smile, wit and laugh and her friendship.

Denny Adams - September 29 at 12:19 PM

“

Rebecca King-Smith lit a candle in memory of Gretchen Dempsey

Rebecca King-Smith - September 29 at 12:08 PM

“

Pat Stonecipher lit a candle in memory of Gretchen Dempsey

Pat Stonecipher - September 29 at 12:06 PM

“

sharonowensmeade
Oh I am so saddened by Sweet
Gretchen's passing. I grew up with her and
many friends that lived in our
" 3-street" NeighborhoodGretchen lived on South 24th St. and we lived
on South 23rd St. So we all played together
as we grew up
together. Gretchen was just as Sweet a childhood friend as she was as a grown Lady! I
always Loved her Beautiful Smile
as everyone did
She could give you Calm & Compassion with that Smile,
the same as giving Joy & Excitement with
It! She was as
Beautiful Indside as she
was Outside.Even
during her "Suffering" Others came First. Gretchen
definitively gave
the Love of Jesus to evetyone ! I Loved her so very much and I
do hope that I can leave such
Love upon this
Earth as Gretchen, that
when we just
say her name, it makes us Smile
Love You Doll,
God Bless Gretchens' Family...May the Peace she gave be Given to You!

.
.
Sharon Owens Meade - October 19 at 05:25 PM

