Jean M. Becker
July 9, 1919 - January 21, 2020

Jean Martine Becker, of New Castle, Indiana, passed away peacefully on January 21,
2020. Jean had celebrated her 100th birthday last July with close family and friends. Born
to Charles and Lora Myers on July 9, 1919, Jean was raised by her late grandparents,
Alonzo and Edna Myers.
Jean graduated from New Castle High School in 1938 and was a member of the National
Honor Society, Secretary of Tri-Hi Club, and Chairman of the Class History Committee.
Jean received multiple awards from the Henry County 4H Club and at the Indiana State
Fair. She also was nominated to be in the Sunshine Society in 1956 as an “ideal lady” who
inspired younger girls as they grew into adulthood. In addition, Jean was a member of the
New Castle-Henry County Sesquicentennial Belles in 1972, which celebrated the 150th
anniversary of the town.
Jean married Albert Becker on September 4, 1942. They were stationed in St. Joseph,
Missouri from 1941 to 1946, where Albert served as a U.S. Army Air Force flight instructor
during World War II. In 1944, they had their only daughter, Barbara, whom Jean adored.
The mother-daughter pair were very close.
When Jean, Albert, and Barbara moved back to New Castle, they opened several Becker
Bros. grocery stores with Albert’s brother, Stanley. Jean did the accounting for Becker
Bros. and regularly greeted customers with a friendly smile. Jean and Albert were pillars of
the New Castle community and often gave back to help those in need. They also were
active members of the First United Methodist Church.
Affectionately called “Blue Jean” by her close friends for her blue eyes, Jean had a bright
spirit and contagious laugh. Jean and Albert enjoyed their retirement golfing at Westwood
Country Club, socializing, dancing, playing bridge, spending winters in Florida, and
attending the Master’s Golf Tournament annually. Neighbors often would find Jean on long
walks with their Yorkshire terrier.

Jean loved spending time with her family and loved animals and children. She adoringly
(and regularly) spoiled her grandchildren and great-grandchildren, and was always ready
with a sweet or small toy to brighten their day. She also loved her Yorkies and adopted
many stray dogs that Barbara would bring home as a young girl. Jean’s kind heart will be
dearly missed.
In addition to her daughter, Barbara (Becker) McLaughlin of Greenwood, IN, Jean is
survived by her four grandchildren and their spouses: Jeff McLaughlin (Carmel, IN), Scott
McLaughlin and Gina Shockley (Carmel, IN), Molly (McLaughlin) Ott and Jon Ott (Alamo,
CA), Mark McLaughlin and Monica McLaughlin (Greenwood, IN); along with six greatgrandchildren: Madeline Ott, Everett Ott, Cole McLaughlin, Eliana McLaughlin, Garrett
McLaughlin, and Grace McLaughlin. Jean is predeceased by her brother, Charles Robert
Myers, and her husband, Albert Becker, along with her parents, Lora and Charles Myers,
and grandparents, Alonzo and Edna Myers.
Services will be at 2:00 p.m. Tuesday, January 28, 2020 at Hinsey-Brown Funeral Service
in New Castle with Rev. Holly Hardsaw officiating. Burial will follow at South Mound
Cemetery-West Lawn Addition. Visitation will be from 12:00 - 2:00 p.m. on Tuesday at the
funeral home. You may express condolences or share a memory of Jean at http://www.hin
sey-brown.com.
Memorial donations in honor of Jean can be made to the Humane Society https://www.hu
manesociety.org/how-you-can-help or the Alzheimer’s Association
https://www.alz.org/
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Comments

“

An external video has been added.

Hinsey-Brown Funeral Service - January 27, 2020 at 09:54 AM

“

Thank you so much to all of the dear friends that came to Jean's services last week.
We are so happy to hear your stories of your times with her, and know how much she
was loved in New Castle. We appreciate your time, flowers, notes, and condolences.
~ Love, Jean's Family

Molly Ott - February 03, 2020 at 11:59 PM

“

My deepest condolences to the wonderful family of Mrs.Jean Becker! I am so happy
for you that her 100+ years were so special. It is that "special" memory that I have
that I wish to share with you. I was just 16 when I was persuaded by my family to
"get off the sofa and get out there and work". That led me to Becker Bro's IGA and
many many treasured memories of bagging groceries after school, stocking shelves
all night after the high school football game etc., but it is one memory that is so vivid.
That of Mrs. Becker, with a smile on her face and love in her voice, encouraging me!
It was that encouragement that contributed so much to who I am today. Gary Miller

Gary Miller - January 28, 2020 at 10:58 AM

“

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the family of Jean M. Becker.

January 27, 2020 at 03:39 PM

“

Our sincere sympathy in the loss of your loved one. Jean was a special person,
always a positive, joyful, caring woman, we were friends from our church. It was such
a pleasure to have known her. Lynn and Vance Meier

Vance and Lynn Meier - January 27, 2020 at 12:25 PM

“

I was blessed to meet Jean years ago, and enjoyed spending time with her so much!
She was always gracious, beautiful, kind and had a delightful sense of humor! She
was a joy to know, a real treat to spend time with. I'm saddened by her passing and
my sincere sympathies and prayers go up for Barbara, her grandchildren and great
grandchildren, whom she loved so much and was so very proud.

Kathy Miller - January 26, 2020 at 06:05 PM

“

I first met Jean when I was the bookkeeper at Westwood Country Club. She was
such a classy, kind lady and I so enjoyed see Jean and Albert and their little dog on
the golf cart at the club. She always looked so pretty and even when I saw her in her
later years at the hospital she was cheerful and still that sweet pretty lady. She was
so very proud of her family and I was very impressed with her grandsons who treated
her with so much respect. We often laughed about things that had happened at the
country club with the ladies golf league. I feel privileged to have been included as
one of her friends and know you all will miss her.

JUDY UNDERWOOD - January 25, 2020 at 01:18 PM

“

I met Jean years ago and became friends quickly, as anyone who knew Jean could easily
understand. She was the most kind, generous and witty lady and it was such a joy to be
around her. I am saddened the world has lost such a beautiful soul, and my sincere
sympathy and prayers go up for Barbara and her grandchildren and great grandchildren of
whom she was so very proud.
Kathy Miller - January 26, 2020 at 05:37 PM

“

She was a wonderful lady who I always admired. I often told her I liked to give her a
hug because her perfume (Red Door) was heavenly.
Kathy Sorrell

Kathy Sorrell - January 24, 2020 at 10:44 PM

“

I worked at Beckers 2 different times. Started out on A Ave. Then went on 3. I grew
up next door to Mr. Myers. I have known Jean and Albert my whole life. Great
people.

Phyllis Shadoan Lunk - January 24, 2020 at 02:20 PM

“

Jean was such a beautiful lady inside and out! I knew her from church and she
always had a smile for everyone. My condolences to you all!
Signed, Sharon Keesling, daughter of the late Jim and Wanda Keesling.

sharon keesling - January 23, 2020 at 07:38 PM

“

I got aquainted with Mrs. Becker when I worked at Beall's clothing store in downtown
New Castle. She was quite the "lady" so sweet with that little pleasant smile. I loved
talking to her and looked forward to seeing her when she would come in to shop.
Sending my thoughts and prayers to her daughter and families.

Donna Ragan - January 23, 2020 at 07:24 PM

“

One of my most favorite memories of my grandmother is when she would take me
golfing with her and her girlfriends. I was maybe only 6 or 7 years old. To keep me
quiet on the golf cart, she would give me a packet of oreo cookies. :) She was such
an active person, and something to admire. I'll miss her so much. She loved
everyone and was always incredibly thoughtful, sending cards and gifts to all of us
and our children (her great-grandchildren), almost up until the end. We will always
love you, Grandma Jean. ~Molly, Jon, Madeline, and Everett

Molly Ott - January 23, 2020 at 04:29 PM

“

“

Beautiful picture, Molly
Kathy Miller - January 26, 2020 at 05:40 PM

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the family of Jean M. Becker.

January 23, 2020 at 04:16 PM

“

Albert and Jean we’re dear friends with my parents. So growing up, they and Barbara
were like family. Jean was a beautiful woman with a heart of gold. Barbara, I’m sorry
for your loss but thankful in knowing she is with The Lord now.

judith Himes Conley - January 23, 2020 at 02:31 PM

“

Barbara and family I am so sorry for your loss. I admired your mother. It was so
special seeing her when she walked by my house while walking her dog.She always
had a beautiful smile and a kind word. I am praying for you and your family. God
bless you.

Carol Clark Perdue
Carol Perdue - January 23, 2020 at 11:02 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Jean M. Becker.

January 23, 2020 at 09:59 AM

“

The Ott Family purchased the Beautiful in Blue for the family of Jean M. Becker.

The Ott Family - January 22, 2020 at 12:35 PM

