Walter Francis McCormack Jr.
March 28, 1929 - June 26, 2020

Walter Francis McCormack, Jr., 91, of Spiceland, IN passed away Friday, June 26, 2020
at Timbercrest Senior Living Community in North Manchester, IN.
He was born March 28, 1929 to the late Walter and Lola (Wechter) McCormack.
Walter moved from New Castle to Spiceland when he was in 6th grade where he lived
until moving to Timbercrest seven years ago.
His life has been an inspiration to his family and many others as he overcame polio at age
sixteen and completed the Eagle Scout level as a teen. He then went on to have a career
teaching English and math at Spiceland and Tri Junior-Senior High schools as well as
freshman English at Ball State University. He has been a mentor to many and has
received many awards and expressions of appreciation from family, students and
colleagues for his wisdom, inspiration and guidance.
He was a member of the Spiceland Friends Church. His hobbies included reading, travel,
family time and especially woodworking. He enjoyed refinishing antiques, caning chairs
and making Shaker boxes.
He was married to the love of his life, Jo Ann (Coffin) McCormack for 68 years who died in
2019. He is survived by children, Frances “Frankie” (Gary) Dawson, Sally (Marc) Wilson,
and Kevin (Roberta) McCormack; grandchildren Shannon Smith, Shelly Boone, Esther
McDivitt, Aaron Dawson, Nathan Dawson, Sara Wilson, Ian Wilson, Tristram McCormack,
Caitie McCormack; and 19 great-grandchildren.
In addition to his parents, he is preceded in death by a sister Martha McCormack.
Services will be at 2:30 p.m. Wednesday, July 1, 2020, at Hinsey-Brown Brown Funeral
Service in New Castle with Sid Martin officiating. Burial will be at Circle Grove Cemetery.
Visitation will be from 12-2:30 p.m. prior to the service. Memorial contributions may be

sent to the Wilbur M Coffin Memorial Fund, c/o Henry County Community Foundation,
P.O. Box 6006, New Castle, IN 47362.
You may express condolences or share a memory of Walter at www.hinsey-brown.com.
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Comments

“

An external video has been added.

Hinsey-Brown Funeral Service - July 01 at 10:58 AM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Walter Francis
McCormack Jr..

July 01 at 02:01 AM

“

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the family of Walter Francis McCormack
Jr..

June 30 at 03:54 PM

“

Although he retired just a year before I was to have him in class, Mr. McCormick was
a teacher that just belonged in the classroom, and it commanded my respect. Many
memories of teachers past come and go, and some may be nice recalls, others
maybe not so much. Not with Walter McCormick. As South Henry ages it’s becoming
common to lose these educational giants each year it seems, but their deeds.....what
they taught us......we will always have so we never lose them entirely. RIP

Brandon Lowder - June 28 at 05:10 AM

“

Mr. McCormack was one of my very favorite teachers. He had what many never
grasp, and that was a love and empathy for every individual. He inspired me to learn,
and to want to learn. It is ironic that even after graduating 40 years ago, I have been
thinking of him and appreciating his investment in my life as a young teen. I will be
praying for his children and grand children as they have lost a truly great man.
Heaven is made better because he is there!

Kevin Dice - June 28 at 01:04 AM

“

Mr. McCormack was the best English teacher that Tri-High ever had. He never
judged, and he always taught not only by the books, but also by his example. He
understood that every student was different and he knew how to deal with every
situation. Still today, here in N.C., I think of him often as I pastor a church, study and
write. His life will never leave my memory.
Phil Dice (1982 graduate).

Philip Dice - June 27 at 10:25 PM

“

Mr. McCormack was my “next door neighbor” (B hallway Tri Jr Sr High School) back
in the 80’s. I SO admired him.... his wisdom and wit... his command of his subject
and rapport with his students...his professionalism and integrity. He so inspired me
and many and I will be forever grateful. He will be greatly missed

Liz Metroka - June 27 at 09:52 PM

“

I always remember him using his fingers to show the smallest record player that was
playing my heart cries for you. Sally and I were n the same class together and he
was our math teacher in the eighth grade. Good memories. My condolences to family

Ann (Neal) Haler - June 27 at 05:40 PM

“

Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the family of Walter Francis McCormack
Jr..

June 27 at 04:58 PM

“

My favorite teacher. He took so much extra time to read and give me feedback on my
personal writing, even when I wasn't in my class. After high school, he came to my
wedding and several years later, made gifts when my children were born. He will be
missed. What a great, compassionate man.

Rachel (Nipp) Kovacs - June 27 at 04:52 PM

“

Such a wonderful man ... has achieved Heaven!
On the rightside of Jesus, inside The Gate!
Young again, for eternity!
What a privilege to know this man. He was my teacher, my friend.
God Bless and hold his family!

Jay Ammerman - June 27 at 04:37 PM

“

My condolences to his family. He was such a great teacher, one of my favorites. So
friendly, and kind.
Amie Thornburg

Amie Thornburg - June 27 at 04:12 PM

“

Loved this man! He was a wonderful teacher, a caring man who loved his students.
He didn't like goofing off and wasn't afraid to call you out in class. You will be missed
by many. Condolences to the family.

Tammy Masters - June 27 at 04:08 PM

